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Dear Member & Friend,  

The sad news that Raivo Tamkivi passed away in November has reached all his friends 

and partners recently. He was a network member form the early days and SPICE Group 

has lost a a very good fried. We bid the last farewell to Raivo in this newsletter 

Only a few more days to go and the year 2012 come to its end. PUMBAA’s Christmas 

bags are full impressions from 2012. This last issue of “SPICE Update” adds more re-

ports of this year and first outlooks to 2013. 

For members, friends, and partners of  SPICE Group celebrating Christmas we wish 

peaceful, enjoyable and relaxing Holidays with family or friends  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2013 
To those who celebrated Aïd EL Adha we wish you with some delay (sorry!) that you 

could  

 

 
enjoy the holidays and gained new energy for meeting the challenges to come and all projects you are working on 

or plan to start. For the year 2013 we wish you all peace and health, happiness and success, and that your dreams 

and wishes turn to reality. 

      First Climate Innovation Center opened in Kenya 
  In September this year the Climate Innovation Center 
(CIC) Kenya was launched in Nairobi. It is the first of 
seven CICs infoDev will establish in its Climate Tech-
nology Program (CTP) to support climate technology 
innovation in developing countries. infoDev is preparing 
to open further CICs are planned for India, South Africa, 
Vietnam, Morocco, Ethiopia, and the Caribbean.  
The concept of CIC’s foresees to accelerate locally  

owned and developed solutions to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, improve climate resiliency, and bring eco-
nomic development through high-growth sectors such as 
renewable energy, agriculture, clean water, and energy 
efficiency. The national CIC’s will be linked through a 
global infrastructure to support and connect their opera-
tions. For more information, see report on page 12. 
Website: www.infodev.org/en/Topic.19.html)   

  The 5th  Global Forum on Innovation and Technology Entrepreneurship 
May 28 – 30 2012 infoDev will organize the 5th Glob-
al Forum on Innovation and Technology Entrepre-
neurship jointly with the South African Department of 
Science and Technology. 
The Global Forum, this time held in East London, South 
Africa, is a key event which is held every two years.  It 
convenes infoDev’s global innovation and technology  

entrepreneurship community to share knowledge and 
establish partnerships that serve to accelerate the start-up 
and growth of innovative enterprises in developing coun-
tries.  More than 500 participants from more than 60 
countries typically attend these events, representing busi-
ness incubators, entrepreneurs, financiers, policymakers 
and development institutions                  …more on page 4… 
   Young Companies lead Job Creation in Economic Recovery 

Companies younger than two years lead the pace of 
recovery in hiring and job creation since 2008. The 
report "Job Creation, Worker Churning, and Wages at 
Young Businesses," released today by the Kauffman 
Foundation end of November 2012 found that  the per-
centage of hiring based on job creation is much greater 
at startups than at more mature firms.  
Basis for the research is data from the U.S. Census  

Bureau's Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI). The 
QWI recently began including firm age and size infor-
mation. 
This data makes it now possible to review jobs, earnings 
and employment turnover by firm size and age, including 
regional and demographic comparisons. 
The study also showed that earnings per worker are lower 
at young firms than at more          … continued on page 7… 
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Farewell to  

 

Raivo Tamkivi 
Raivo Tamkivi has been one of the key drivers of the 
SPICE Group network. He joined at such an early stage 
that the perspectives still were unshaped and he con-
tributed much to make it what it is today. So he did in 
the Baltic States where he co-founded BASTIC, the 
Baltic Association of Science and Technology Parks 
and Innovation Centers at a time when such organiza-
tions were more visions and plans than reality. Also in 
his country, Estonia, Raivo has been a major player in 
innovation and entrepreneurship. In Tartu he started the 
first business incubator – and later the one in Tallinn 
that became Tehnopol, the first Estonian Technology 
Park. Serving IASP, the International Association of 
Science Parks as President Raivo significantly contrib-
uted to international cooperation, for example by host-
ing IASP”s World conference in Tallinn in June this 
year. We always will remember his hosting of the 20th 
Anniversary celebrations of SPICE Group, held at the 
Baltic Dynamics conference2011 in Tallinn. 
We will treasure our memories of Raivo as a true and 

trusted friend and supporter for more than two decades 

Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 
 

 
The other was an email chat we had nearly 18 months 

ago, after I had seen on TV the documentary, The Sing-
ing Revolution, about Estonians taking back their free-
dom in 1991 -- through political efforts of course, but 

especially through three years of large non-violent 

singing protests.  Raivo ended his comments to me in 

his usual understated way: "So you see that our genera-

tion here has passed through some really exciting times 

and sometimes it is even hard to believe that this was 

real."   He was an inspiration and a joy to know.   
 

Krzysztof Zasiadly (Poland): Raivo - big man from 
small country. Thanks to him I discovered beauty of 

Baltic countries and people living there. Primary be-

cause he was nice person, friendly and open to other 

people. Second because he was excellent networker. 

Baltic Association of Science/Technology Parks and 

Innovation Centres which he and his friends established 

and developed created opportunities for meetings, dis-

cussions, learning and fun. It was a great pleasure to 

visit Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania feeling comfortable 

and surrounded by people similar Raivo. 

He was a patient host. When the group from Suvalki, 

small city in the North-East Poland visited Tallinn he 

spent with us nearly whole day presenting Tallinn 

Tehnopol and the city although no budget for that was 

devoted.  

He visited Poland many times and shared his expertise 

with researchers, managers and staff of Science and 

Technology Parks in Poznan, Warsaw, Olsztyn, Bi-

alystok. I remind memorable discussions and singing by 

the bonfire during the conferences of Polish Business 

Innovation Centres Association. It was a pleasure to 

talk and listen to him.   I cannot remind him angry, 

shouting or upset. So why his heart could not resist? 

November 22, 2012 Raivo Tamkivi, passed away due to heart 
failure. The poster above war to honor Raivo Tamkivi’s role in 
SPICE Group at the network’s 20th Anniversary celebration 

 
 

Janis Stabulnieks (Latvia):  Raivo was a symbol. A 
symbol of innovation and technology transfer in Esto-

nia. A symbol of Estonia in Latvia and Lithuania. A 

symbol of the Baltic States in European countries and a 

symbol of Europe in many countries outside Europe. 

Symbols never die.   

Raivo was a star. Even when any star is burnt down its 

light we see many years after – for eternity from a hu-

man’s perspective. Stars never die. 

Raivo was my friend. He will remain alive in my 

memory and reminiscences. I always will remember the 

first joke of Raivo towards my jokes on relationships 

between Latvians and Estonians – „Riga is a small city, 

BUT TALLINN IS A BIG TOWN“.  So we really have 

lost the big Estonian and great friend. Friends certainly 

never die. 

 
Barbara Harley (USA): I will miss Raivo, even though I 
saw him only once or twice a year over the past two 

decades.  I will miss our chats about the challenges of 

giving advice to our children and to the entrepreneurs 

for whom we had had responsibilities.  But there are 

two memories of Raivo that I shall especially cherish.   

One was almost ten years ago in New Delhi at an info-

Dev workshop in which I asked Raivo to talk with a 

professor from Central Asia who had been given the 

task of planning a new technology incubator at his 

university but said to me: " I can't really do anything; I 

am only a Physics teacher and do not have any power." 

 I watched across the room while the two Physics Pro-

fessors talked well beyond the coffee break about power 

and its uses.  I noticed many smiles at the end of their 

time together and later learned that Raivo had been 

very persuasive about the power a physics professor 

could give himself. 
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Christian Herrmann (Germany): Receiving the news of 
Raivo's death has hit me very much. This is a great loss 

for all of us. Even though I have not seen him for quite 

a while, he was always present to me- especially after I 

could also meet with him and his father in the “family 

home” on the island of Saaremaa during my visit to 

Estonia in the end the nineties. In those days Raivo and 

his father contributed much to my understanding of 

alternative energy use in those days. Raivo was a great 

guy and I will treasure these memories. 
 

Peter Welburn (United Kingdom): It is indeed a very 
sad moment to learn of this – Raivo was a very kind 

man who was generous in every sense 
 

Aniko Soltesz (Hungary)  As we have time for the birth, 
so we have -unfortunately more-and more time for the 

death. I'm terribly sad to hear the message below, and 

also feel the weight of our loss. I also join your thought 

and wishes, with my full compassion toward the family.  

of this – Raivo was a very kind man who was generous 

in every sense  
 

Mary Spaeth (Sweden): Not only did IASP and SPICE 
lose a leader and spokesperson for science parks and 

incubation, but the country of Estonia lost a fine am-

bassador as well. 

I have fond memories of Raivo's hospitable tour around 

Tallinn upon my first visit to Estonia in 2001. Over the 

following 11 years, his welcoming professionalism  
made me think more than once about how nice Estoni-

ans were and how much I enjoyed attending confer-

ences and seminars with such open and friendly people. 

Whether he was arranging conferences, leading sympo-

sia, teaching courses, researching, or exercising his 

bragging rights to acclaim the work of his son, Raivo 

led by example. I will miss him. 

 

Peter Harman (United Kingdom): I recall very happy 
times with Raivo (for example sitting with him on the 

long coach drive to and from the Taj Mahal and more 

recently when we had Dinner together in Tallinn) - he 

will be sorely missed. 

 
Domnica Cotet (Romania): This is very sad news. I 
remember our first meeting and talks - the strong im-

pression he made on me. He has listened   carefully to 

me and he showed interest in future collaboration even I 

was young and I had only little experience in business 

incubation. We exchanged business cards, and I really 

felt his respect for me., and for the other people around 

me. He was ...it is very sad having to say ‘he 

was’...instead of ‘he is’...a pillar of SPICE network.   
  
Farewell to Raivo with some photos reminding on his active life in the SPICE Group Network 
 

  

Vilnius 2009 Tallinn 2011 Kaunas 1997 Sonderburg 1997 

 Tallinn 2001 Warmenünde 1997 Tallinn 2011 Poznań 2006 New Delhi 2004 

 
Vilnius 2009 Bilbao 2001 Budapest 2000 Kiev 2002 Poznan 2006 

Berlin 2009 Warnemünde 2000 Kaunas 2000 Riga 2004 Sinania 2000 
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   Fifth Global Forum of infoDev 
The first two Global Forums were held in India (New 
Delhi 2004 and Hyderabad 2006), and the 3rd Global 
Forum was held in Florianopolis, Brazil in October 
2009. The 4th Global Forum took place in May 2011 in 
Helsinki, Finland.  

on training for incubator 
managers in the days lead-
ing up to the forum.  
A preliminary program of 
the Global Forum in South 
Africa 

 

Apart from inspiring plenary speakers and interactive 
break-out sessions, the Global Forum provides hands- 
on 

Africa will be available soon on infoDev's website 
www.infodev.org 
 

   Technology Business Incubation – Core of Regional Technology and Business Development 
   In early November the Annual conference of ADT, 
German Federal Association of Innovations and Busi-
ness Incubation Centers, brought together more than 
120 representatives of German innovation technology 
and incubators to exchange experiences. The event was 
hosted in the Hamburg Chamber of Commerce (HK). 
The conference was tilted "Strategies for regional tech-
nology and growth centers" with HIP – Hamburg Inno-
vation 

opment of Hamburg.  
Another focus of the 
conference was dedicated 
to the financial challenges 
related with municipal 
ownership of real estate 
used for business incuba-
tors and technology parks  

vation Park being one of the 
examples. 
The strategies and options of 
host region Hamburg were 
discussed to exploit potential 
for economic development. 
These include increasing 
scientific 

As these institutions now often are operating more than 
twenty years cost for maintenance and repair is increas-
ing. An expert panel discussed the pros and cons of vari-
ous operating and financing models for real estate.  
The second day of the conference traditionally is devoted 
to direct exchange of knowledge and experience between 
incubator managers. This time main topics were identifi-
cation scientific education and training and improving financ-

ing opportunities for business start-ups as well as 
providing commercial space for technology businesses. 
Prominent conference speakers were Chief Executive of 
HK Hamburg, Prof. Dr. Hans-Jörg Schmidt-Trenz, as 
well as Dr. rer. nat. Thomas Grunwald , University of 
Hamburg who discussed the role of the university as an  

kation of synergy potential 
and maintenance of incubator 
property. 
The conference reception in 
the traditional "Overseas 
Club" of Hamburg was host-
ed Frank Horch, Senator of 
ths “innovation engine” for 

biotech startups, and 
Prof. Helmut Dosch, 
German Electron Syn-
chrotron DESY, who 
talked about the role of 
his institution regarding 
the technological devel-  

the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg.  At the time 
decision was taken to bring the ADT conference to Ham-
burg  Frank Horch as President of the Hamburg Chamber 
of Commerce strongly supported this initiative together  
with the Honorary ADT Board member (and SPICE 
Member), Christian Herrmann  from Buxtehude. 
Contact: Andrea Glaser, email glaser@adt-online.de  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26 

   Small & Medium Places have a Network in the North 
For making “smaller and medium sized places in Eu-
rope …sustainable and more attractive” the Innovation 
Circle Network (ICN) an international association has 
been established, registered in Norway. The network 
aims at strengthening “transnational cooperation and 
enhance awareness about cultural diversity, political 
and religious traditions. ICN brings decision makers, 
specialists, business people, voluntary workers and 
youths from different countries together into develop-
ment projects and events. ICN started in 2004 and by-
laws were in 2007 in Warsaw. 
The 5th Annual ICN Conference “Regions of Tomor-
row” was held in Šiauliai, Lithuania, end of November 
2012 under the title “Developing Attractive and Sus-
tainable Regions Through Change, Entrepreneurship 
and Cutting Edge Infrastructure”. The conference fo-
cused on European transport strategies and priorities  

and highlight how new technology, frameworks and 
investments will transform Europe during the next dec-
ades. Cities will be significantly better connected across 
national borders and regions will become bigger. People 
will become more mobile over larger distances; cargo and 
passengers are expected to shift from cars and planes to 
fast railways. In this scenario challenges and opportuni-
ties will be opened for areas in between the bigger cities 
and along the corridors. Investments and political strate-
gies are needed to achieve regional benefits.  
ICN consists of smaller and medium cities, regions with 
rural districts and urban centers. How can these regions 
attract investments? The conference offered opportunities 
for partners to present and discuss best practices from 
previous projects and new project ideas. 
Website www.innovationcircle.net 
Conatct: Email: alf@nku.no 
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   Creative Industries are considered an important part of economic development strate-

gies. The importance is seen by communities, region, economic development agencies 

as well as and business incubators. Also in the political arena creative industries are 

receiving increasing attention. Therefore we decided to provide information about this 

business sector aggregated o special pages of the newsletter “SPICE Update”  

 

Creative 

Industry 

Incubation    Untamed, Courageous and Empathetic - Do It Together!  
   Subtopias creative activities for young people finally 
are back. In November three exciting workshops were 
organized in dance, digital photography and philosophy, 
providing opportunities to jump into the SSF Backstage 
course for lighting, sound and set design, or to train 
with one of Sweden's best street dance crew. The work-
shops and trainings are for free.  

Subtopia is 14.000 m² of creative 
spaces in Alby, Botkyrka, Swe-
den – not far from Stockholm. 
This is where designers from all 
over the world meet to realize 
their dreams and make the world 
a little better. 

D.I.T. stands for Do It Together (Do It Together). Sub-
topia works with young adults, seniors, children, pro-
fessionals and amateurs in the most diverse cultural 
expressions. The concept of Do It Together is best de-
scribed by three words: untamed, courageous and empa-
thetic. Untamed for thoughts and ideas should be free. 
Courageous  to dare standing up for yourself. Empathet-
ic that we all belong together. 

Subtopia is a creative cluster and the engine in Botkyrka 
Municipality's investment in creative industries. Subtopia 
presents annually between 20-30 events in the "Hangar 
Subtopia" that presents everything from great perfor-
mances by companies to intimate one-man performances. 
It is also a giant recording studio for film and television.  
Contact: Cesar Fulgencio, cesar.fulgencio@subtopia.se 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2489  

   Learning from different Experiences of European Regions 
Organza is a project to help improving the policy envi-
ronment for creative industries. This is to strengthen 
regional economic development through new policy 
instruments. As a basis an important part of Organza is 
sharing experiences between different European re-
gions and medium-sized cities 

At an international Creative 
Industry Day recently held in 
Treviso nine good practices for 
supporting creative industries 
were presented. This event aimed 
at presenting and comparing a 
selection 

 
Organza brings together 13 partners from eight coun-
tries with different policy models. Policies related with 
creative industries are a relatively new policy area. 
Therefore, methodologies need to be developed for 
enabling partners to compare the structure of creative 
industries and understand how to improve supporting 
infrastructure Assessing the effectiveness of initiatives 
that have been implemented to support creative indus-
tries are an important component of the analysis. In-
formation generated in the Organza project is made 
available for knowledge exchange through a database. 
The project also creates a platform for twinning of 
entrepreneurs in the creative sector and develops pilots 
of new policy approaches for the creative industries. 

selection of European practices, from both the private and 
public sector. The more than 70 participants of this semi-
nar came from different backgrounds and offered the 
valuable opportunity to learn from various experiences 
collected through the research of the project. The main 
topics of roundtables organized as part of the event were 
business incubation and business start-up, the creation and 
developing of creative networks and CI funding.  
The event took place in Villa Pastega Manera, the head-
quarters of “Fabrica”, Benetton Communication and Re-
search Centre, one of the main creative hubs in the Trevi-
so district.  
For more information, visit the project website 
http://www.organzanetwork.eu/objectives  

     Berytech initiates Creative Industries Cluster in Beirut 
   Berytech, one of the most successful incubators in the 
Middle East already is operation business incubators 
focused on ICT and medicine technologies. Now Bery-
tech has started a new initiative:  In August 2012, twen-
ty five company owners representing different creative 
sectors decided to form the Beirut Creative Cluster 
(BCC). 
The establishment of the BCC is the result of an effort 
led by Berytech supported by the European Union, 
based on the understanding that clusters are much 
needed drivers for economic and social development in 

Lebanon. The vision of the BCC is to create a world class 
cluster of content, platform and technology providers, 
developing and distributing innovative digital content and 
technologies to global markets. The foundation of the 
cluster will be a series of collaborative projects to develop 
a strong physical and financial infrastructure along with 
specific activities to boost trade and stimulate competi-
tiveness. 
Contact: Salim Tannous, Cluster Manager, email:  
 salim.tannous@beirutcreativecluster.org 
Website: www.berytech.org/content/view/976/34/lang,en 
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   Creative Regions Summer School 2013  

   The Creative Regions Summer School 2013 will 
hosted by Cardiff School of Management at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University, UK during the week of June 
24th - 28th 2013. 
The Creative Regions Summer School is a week of 
intense learning for postgraduate students, practitioners 
and policy makers interested in engaging with the cur-
rent debates and research surrounding the role of the 
creative economy in local and regional development. 
Among the key themes that will be explored during the 
Summer School are:  

- Understanding creative people, creative work and skills 
 - Mapping and analyzing the creative economy  
- Creative industries Innovation and entrepreneurship  
- Creative clusters and networks 
- Urban regeneration and the creative economy 
- Creative class and regional economic development 
- Political perspectives – local to international 
- Higher Education, creative graduates and the creative 
economy  
Contact:  Nick Clifton, nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
Website: http://www.creative-regions.org.uk  

   Creative Community at BASECAMP3 – Initiating a Creative Incubator Network 
   BASECAMP 3 is an award winning enterprise hub to 
support new and early stage entrepreneurs by providing  

Roy Jones, one of the managing directors of Basecamp3 
has taken initiative to start a Creative Industries Incuba-

a supportive and stimulating environment to help in-
crease their chances of starting up, sustaining and 
growing a business. All members of the Basecamp3 
community benefit from a range of services including, 
for example Access to on site business support from 
experienced advisers, dedicated office space, hot desk 
or virtual office with 24/7 access on easy in / easy out  

 
terms and all bills included in one monthly charge, free 
use of meeting rooms and presentation equipment; free 
Broadband and Wi-Fi access for laptop users; a vibrant 
environment where you can mix, share ideas and col-
laborate with other entrepreneurs in a similar position 
to yourself; as well as networking and social events. 

tor Network under the umbrella of SPICE Group. So far 
nine incubators have indicated interest and in early 2013 
further steps for building up the network will be dis-
cussed with the parties interested.  
Contact: Roy Jones: email roy@pacificstream.info  
website: www.pacificstreamenterprise.co.uk/basecamp3 

      UKBI Annual Conference – first time held in a university                            by Keiron Broadbent 
UKBI held its annual conference recently at the Uni-
versity of Lincoln in the UK.  Nearly 150 delegates 
from the UK and all over the world met up to network, 
catch up with old friends and of course discuss the 
latest trends and ideas in Business Incubation. 
This was the first time that UKBI had held its annual 
conference in a university, and many of the delegates 

commented on how 
fantastic it was being in 
a ‘living’ building. 
Throughout the day 
students from the uni-
versity interacted with 
the 

Once again UKBI handed out its annual awards at the 
conference and congratulations go to the winners: 
Achievement in Business Incubation: Strathclyde Uni-
versity Incubator, Glasgow 
Business Incubation Champion: the North East Business 
Innovation Centre, Sunderland 
 delegates in various ways. Some were university am-

bassadors advising delegates on how to find the various 
conference rooms while others from the School of 
Journalism were taking notes in each of the sessions to 
help UKBI get a feel for what its membership were 
discussing in the sessions. Students also were inter-
viewing 

International Champion: Ste-
phen Hampson, Powerhouse 
Ventures New Zealand 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award: Nick Sturge SETsquared 
Bristol. 
 viewing the delegates, the results of which can be seen 

on UKBI’s website. 
The conference program was varied covering such 
actual topics as how Business Incubators support Stu-
dent Entrepreneurship. Are we doing enough to support 
Innovation? Commercializing Intellectual Property and  

The conference finished with the 
gala dinner in the stunning sur-
rounding of the Chapter House of 
Lincoln Cathedral, where the 
guests were serenaded before 
dinner by a choir. 
 New sources of finance including crowd funding were 

other topics discussed. 
Contact: Keiron Broadbent,  k.broadbent@ukbi.co.uk  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=74  
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     Successful and Lasting Regional Cooperation of Business Incubators  
  The Association of Technology Centers of Lower Saxo-
ny (Verein der Technologie-Centren Niedersachsens e.V. 
– VTN) in Germany celebrated its 15th anniversary. 
The Minister of Economy of this German State, Jörg 
Bode, congratulated and stressed the importance busi-
ness incubators for innovation based entrepreneurial 
development. 

incubator "Oldenburger Tech-
nologie- und Gründerzentrums 
TGO” he knows by own experi-
ence about the importance of 
information and knowledge ex-
change.  This was confirmed by 
the speech of the guest speaker 
Gui 

 
VTN is the association of business incubators in one of 
the German States, Lower Saxony, and cooperates with 
the Germany Federal association, ADT. More than 150 
invite guests joined the celebration in the Town Hall of 
Hannover (Capital of Lower Saxony).The Chairman of 
VTN, Jürgen Bath, in his anniversary address empha-
sized the intensive collaboration between the 28 business 
incubators of this State. Being himself CEO of the busi-

Guido Baranowski, Managing Director of one of the 
most successful business incubators/ technoparks in 
Europe, the TechnologieZentrum Dortund and member 
of SPICE Group. 
The Federal German Association, ADT, was represent-
ed by it managing director, Andrea Glaser, who con-
gratulated to the long and continuous success of VTN. 
SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=157  

     Competition: The Power of Entrepreneurship 
   GIST, the Global Innovation through Science and 
Technology is an initiative to link technology entrepre-
neurs, angel investors, and the marketplace to improve 
quality of life through economic prosperity.   
The GIST initiative builds entrepreneurial ecosystems 
in 43 countries across the Middle East, Central and  

the Middle East in the 44 
countries where the GIST 
Initiative is active. The top 
3 entries with the highest 
votes will win Apple de-
vices, but most importantly   

South East Asia and Africa by identifying, coaching, 
and funding the most promising. The GIST Initiative is 
implemented by CRDF Global and funded by the U.S. 
Department of State. 
The mission of GIST is to accelerate technology com-
mercialization and entrepreneurship in the Middle East, 
North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and Central and 
South East Asia. 
GIST now is holding an international contest and in-
vites talented people worldwide to submit a photo, 
design, or artwork of real technology entrepreneurs in 
action along with a descriptive caption.  
This contest is meant to recognize and celebrate the 
true power of entrepreneurship across Africa, Asia, and  

they will be promoting the value of entrepreneurship in 
their countries  
The steps to apply for the competition are: 
1. 'Like' GIST's Facebook page: 

/www.facebook.com/GISTinitiative  
2. Click on the Entrepreneurs in Action tab on the 

GIST page (second tab) 
3. Click on the Entrepreneurs in Action banner 
4. Click on the Upload tab and submit a pho-

to/design/artwork and a caption 
5. Advertise in the social networks, to get as 

many votes as possible!  
Contact: gist@crdfglobal.org . 
Website: http://gist.crdfglobal.org/ 

 

     

Anniversary: BIC Stendal 
The IGZ BIC Altmark in Stendal, Germany could cele-
brate its 20th anniversary in October 2012. The celebra-
tion took place in the Katharinenkloster (Catherine Mon-
astery). The Major of Stendal, Mr.  Schmotz emphasized 
the positive effects this incubator has generated for the 
city and the economic development of the region.  
The managing directory ADT, the German Federal 

Association of Business Incubation and technology 
Centers attended the event and congratulated for the 
association, She has personal links with this incubator 
because she helped building up this incubator by work-
ing there since 1993 as director. 
Contact: Thomas Barniske, info@bic-altmark.de   
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=945  

    

Young Companies lead Job Creation in Economic Recovery 
 …. Continued from page 1… mature firms. This is not 
surprising, since larger firms have larger capital bases. 
However, the research showed that the difference has 
grown over time - all growth of real earnings in the last 
decade has occurred at established firms. In 2011 work-
ers in younger firms have earned only 70 percent as 
much as workers in mature firms.  Job Churning is the 
voluntary movement of workers from one job to another 
similar job. Churning rates are dropping during reces-
sions when firms become cautious about hiring, and 
employees 

employees, with fewer jobs available, stay where they 
are. In both the 2001 and, especially, 2007-2009 reces-
sions, worker turnover rates declined, but failed to re-
cover to their previous peak after the recession ended. 
Churn rates for the youngest businesses recovered mod-
estly after the most recent recession, but dropped slight-
ly after first quarter 2011. 
Contact: Barbara Pruitt, bpruitt@kauffman.org, For 
more details see: www.kauffman.org/newsroom/young-
firms-lead-recovery-in-hiring-and-job-creation.aspx?  
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 Views & Facts 
     Nordic Business Safari                                                                                          by Alma Karabeg 
  The latest SIVAIM's mission around Northern Norway, 

this time called “Nordic Business Safari”, has brought 
together business travelers from Russia, Sweden and 
Finland. As a result of this tour participants sat down to 
negotiate agreements.  

stop of the Business Safari. Fish-rich Gamvik munici-
pality and its central town of Mahamn are needing big-
ger projects to come and install a new harbor in the area. 
While some Safari travelers added to their contact lists, 
others already were wiling to sit down for negotiations. 
Topics Nordic Business Safari III visited three places in Nor-

way's northernmost county Finnmark bringing interna-
tional businessmen together. The four-day Safari was 
tightly stuffed with B2B meetings and presentations. 
SIVAIM proved that it works effectively as matchmak-
ing tool for remote towns of Norway and Russia.  
First place to visit was Hammerfest. Established in 1789, 

Topics for new busi-
ness opportunities 
are, for example, 
web development, 
tourism and souve-
nirs production  
Business Safari was 

Hammerfest is one of the oldest cities in the North of 
Norway and is Norway's industrial cluster for oil and gas. 
To diversify the area needs to further develop its service 
industry, cultural and tourism connections. Another issue 
to tackle is shortage of qualified labor that may be par-
tially resolved through human resources of the Mur-
mansk-based industrial college participating in the trip. 
About 30 people joined this one-day event. 
 Moving on, the mission went to the neighboring munici-
pality Kvalsund. Known for its aquaculture, copper min-
ing and fishing industries, Kvalsund is also seeking to get 
involved into oil and gas projects. So is Gamvik, the next  

organized twice before. The first Business Safari mis-
sion in September 2011 was covering the towns of 
Batsfjord and Kirkenes on the northern edge of Norway. 
The second Business Safari was held in May / June 
2012 in Vardo and Vadso. "But this is the first time that 
the event included participants from Sweden and Fin-
land strengthening the ties between Nordic countries 
and generating opportunities for projects and business 
cooperation across the borders in the northern areas", 
comments one of the project facilitators Alma Karabeg  
Contact: Alma Karabeg, alma.karabeg@sivaim.no  
Website / source: www.barentsnova.com.  

  Innovation Week in Prague  
  The Association of Innovative Entrepreneurship of 
Czech Republic with partners organized the XIX Interna-
tional Symposium – INNOVATION 2013 in early 

like "Strategy of the Inter-
national Competitiveness of 

the Czech Republic” includ-
December in Prague during the “Week of Research, 
Development and Innovation in the Czech Republic”.  
Besides the symposium during the innovation week also 
the XIX International Fair of Inventions and Innovation 
was held and the XVII Innovation of the Year 2012 
Award celebrated. 
The program covered a wide range of important topics 

ing issues related with higher education, research, and 
technology parks. Also the National “conference of the 
project SPINNET” will be held during the innovation 
week and “Results of the national competition for the 
best student innovation business plan” was announced 
Website http://www.aipcr.cz/    
Contact email nemeckova@aipcr.cz  

  All about Technology parks in Czech Republic 
  The Science and Technology Parks Association of the 
Czech Republic published a new Czech-English publi-
cation  „Science and Technology Parks in the Czech 
Republic” 2012. The publication was co-financed by 
the European Fund for Regional Development and the 

Ministry of Industry and Trade. Publication is available 
in printed form as well as on  CD. For the electronic 
version visit 
 www.svtp.cz/en/wp-content/uploads/VTP-v-CR.pdf  
Contact: Jaroslav Lakomý, email lakomy@svtp.cz  

  Publication to read: Entrepreneurship and Regional Development 
  The Hanseatic Institute for Entrepreneurship and Re-
gional Development (HIE-RO) at the University of Ros-
tock, Germany deals with applied education and eco-
nomic research in the Baltic region. This scientific anal-
ysis, research reports, evaluations (including those of 
incubation programs), studies and training programs are 
being conducted at universities. 
The work of HIE-RO includes initiatives to establish 
research and entrepreneurship education at universities   

Edited by Prof Gerald Braun, HIE-
RO, the book “Entrepreneurship and 
Regional Development” is a collec-
tion of scientific reports dealing with 
a wide range of topics related with 
promotion of start-up and growth 
companies and their role as well as 
the importance of higher education 
in economic development 

and conduct research on entrepreneurship and regional 
economic development in the Baltic region.  

Contact: gerald.braun@hie-ro.de 
Website: http://www.hie-ro.de/  

     Ann    
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    Gründer Garage Berlin: 139 campaigns with  € 462.238€ raised 
Gründer Garage Berlin:   We have reported about Gründer Garage in earlier edi-
tions of SPICE Update. Google, Indiegogo and Stiftung 
Entrepreneurship have joined forces to create Gründer-
Garage as a competition that showcases the power of 
entrepreneurship in Germany. Gründer-Garage combines 
an online training program with the use of crowdfunding 
to validate innovative entrepreneurial concepts.  
The amounts sought and found range from € 1,000 to € 
variety of business sectors including Online platforms 

28,000. The winners of the completion cover w wide 
self-organized purchase communities or for shopping in 
India, a system providing detailed information  about 
service providers, an e-engine for the green economy,  
an innovative online music school, a shopping system to 
buy food directly from farmers,  and art projects of dif-
ferent kind.  
For seeing all the winners check website 
http://de.indiegogo.com/garage/winners   

  New NBIA Executive Committee is named 
  NBIA’s board of directors has named its officers for the 
coming year. The new executive committee was ap-
proved at NBIA’s fall board meeting in Milwaukee in 
October 2012. The new executive committee includes: 
• David Terry, executive director of  West Texas 

A&M University Enterprise Center , Chair  
• Karl LaPan, president and CEO of Northeast Indi-

ana Innovation Center , First Vice Chair 
• Tom O’Neal, executive director, University of  

Central Florida Business Incubation Program, sec-
ond vice chair  

• Darlene Ryan, executive director of TECH Fort 
Worth, Texas, treasurer 

• John Hanak, statewide director of  Pardue Tech-
nology Centers, Indianapolis, secretary 

Contact: Tracy Kitts, acting CEO of NBIA, email  
tkitts@nbia.org 
Website: http://www.nbia.org/ 

Gründer Garage Berlin:      Most experiences incubation Professionals stick their Heads together 
  The NBIA Summit for Advanced Incubation Profes-
sionals is a members-only forum for industry veterans to 
exchange expertise and brainstorm new ideas about the 
most important topics and trends. The seventh summit 
will take place Jan. 27-29, 2013, at the Turnstone Work 
Life Center and The Huntley Hotel in Santa Monica,  

• Enjoy visiting Santa 
Monica in January for a 
break  

Past year attendees may 
take advantage of a special 
offer: Invite a newcomer to  

California. 
This Summit one more time will offer opportunity to: 
• Learn from other high-level professionals with 

proven track records of success.. 
• Connect, network and brainstorm with industry 

professionals to share your experience and skills.  
• Inform and share extensive expertise in all matters 

of incubation  

register for the summit and both save $50! Contact: 
email education@nbia.org  
More details about the format and content of the upcom-
ing NBIA Summit for Advanced Incubation Profes-
sionals are made available on the event website  
www.nbia.org/events/summit2013/index.php  and 
www.nbia.org.  
Hotel info www.thehuntleyhotel.com/about.php 

Gründer Garage Berlin:   Poland: BioNanoPark – new component of Lodz Science Park 
In October 2012 the BioNanoPark has been opened as a 
new facility of Lodz Technology Park.  The opening 
ceremony was honored with presence the President of 
Poland, Bronisław Komorowski. The BioNanoPark 
complex will consist of the following laboratories: 
The Molecular and Nanostructural Biophysicsl La-
boratory, which will conduct research on the influence 
of  nanomaterials on human health and the environment. 
The laboratory will also investigate new, inexpensive 
generic drugs and therapeutic agents, as well as deter-
mine the biocompatibility of materials for biomedicine.  
The Industrial Biotechnology Laboratory, where 
technology solutions will be developed for the produc-
tion of new or refined unique enzymes, as useful instru-
ments for food, textile, chemical, pharmaceutical, paper 
industry, as well as, biofuel production.   
Lodz Regional Science Park “is the place in Lodz 
where business, research and innovation intersect”, as 
the website states.  The technopark offers also incuba-
tion services for start-up firms and young enterprises 

that are looking for rapid growth. Furthermore compa-
nies with a well-established position on the market lo-
cate here taking advantage of the business cluster.  
Lodz Regional Science Park provides specialized facil-
ities for promoting business focused technology. For 
example, the Medical Implants Laboratory which is 
the only lab in Poland where medical implants made-to-
measure for individual patients can be made. The recent-
ly opened new BioNanoPark is another example. 
Last not least the Lodz Technology Business Incuba-
tor offers favorable conditions for young entrepreneurs. 
Since its start, this incubator has supported a total of 51 
companies - many of them had significant success. One 
company patented 3 devices for physically disabled 
persons. Another firm developed a web browser for 
paralyzed people, to enable them to operate a comput-
er by blinking their eyes. Also, a tourist information 
system based on photo codes was developed here. 
Contact: biuro@technopark.lodz.pl  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2492  
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     Business Incubation in MENA  
This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East and 
North Africa).  MENAinc is the regional infoDev supported network of business incuba-
tors and technology parks. More information:  hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or 
http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mohammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com  
  Tunisia IFC Supports Tunisian Reforms to improve Conditions for Entrepreneurship 

The mission of IFC, International Finance Corporation 
(member of the World Bank Group), is to promote 
sustainable private sector investment in developing 
countries to reduce poverty and improve the living 
conditions of populations. Now, IFC will support 
agencies and in particular the technical committees 
involved in the implementation of reforms in Tunisia. 
End of October 2012 a grant agreement ($ 1.039 mil-
lion) was signed by Riadh Bettaieb, Minister of In-
vestment and International Cooperation and Majdi 
Amin, director of the North Africa and Middle East 
international Finance Corporation (IFC). 

This financial support is to provide technical assis-
tance, including the application of international best 
practices in administrative procedures to improve the 
business environment. The reform (and the IFC sup-
port) aims at reducing the time and administrative 
costs of doing business and in particular the creation of 
companies.  This project is part of the budget support 
program on governance, employment opportunities 
and agreed between the Tunisian government and the 
World Bank.  
Contact: A. Courcelle-Labrousse,  ACourcelle@ifc.org  
Info: http://www1.ifc.org/ 

 Tunisia EU Initiative: Creation of the Economic Consultative Council 
The Economic Consultative Council for investments be-
tween the European Union and Tunisia has been launched in 
November. The Council’s first meeting will take place in 
Tunis in January 2013. 
Tunisian Prime Minister Hamadi Jebali, European Commis-
sion Vice-President Antonio Tajani, the EU's Special Repre-
sentative for the Southern Mediterranean Region Bernardino 
Leon, and the Head of the EU Delegation to Tunisia Laura 
Baeza are the initiators of this Council.  
The European Union is Tunisia’s main economic partner and 
the creation of this Council is a new milestone in the consol-
idation of economic cooperation. An important aim is to  

improve significantly the business environment in Tunisia.  
The Consultative Council will include representatives of the 
European private sector and have three main missions: 
• Generate proposals that will allow to improve the busi-

ness environment in Tunisia 
• Explore new opportunities for European companies in 

the country, 
• Reinforce economic links, industrial cooperation and 

the role of the SMEs.  
 

Website for or more information www.enpi-info.eu/ 
mainmed.php?id_type=1&id=31286 &lang_id=450 

 Lebanon More Co-Working Space in Beirut: Cloud 5 and AltCity 
SPICE Update already reported earlier this year about 
AltCity, a co-working space in downtown Beirut be-
fore it was opened. Meanwhile renovation of the facili-
ty has been finished this offer to start-up entrepreneurs 
is operating with a focus on social entrepreneurship. 
An important part of AltCity’s offers are events cover-
ing a wide range of topics as well as workshops and 
hackertons. Of course also business development ser-
vices are provided as well as workspaces, exhibitions 
and media communities  
Contact: David Munir Nabti dmn@altcity.me 
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2417  

An new offer in Beirut is Cloud 5. This co-working 
space has been launched just recently by Solidere, the 
Lebanese Company for the Development and Recon-
struction of Beirut Central District.. Cloud 5 is an 
aiming at startups and entrepreneurs, offering access to 
high-speed internet and a convenient work environ-
ment in Beirut’s city center. First companies on Cloud 
5 are Vinelab (http://vinelab.com) a digital entertain-
ment company and Procomix (http://www.pro-
comix.com/) offering IT services.  
This center does not yet have a profile in SPICA Di-
rectory and direct contact 

 Morocco Co-Working Space now available in Casablanca 
Casablanca does not only have the dynamic and crea-
tive entrepreneurship support environment of “Casa-
blanca Technopark”, but since mid-2012 also Moroc-
co’s first co-working space:  iNSANE!  
Three women and one man, all Moroccan innovation 
minded entrepreneurs co-started this initiative to offer 
a place open for people to come, connect, and work. 
The founders of  iNSANE! Understand this initiative 
not only as support for people starting a business, but 
also as a contribution for developing the Moroccan 
society and see entrepreneurship key component for 
social development. On this background it is no sur-
prise that the iNSANE! team is positioning itself as an 

advocate for social entrepreneurship - starting a busi-
ness as alternative to unemployment. 
iNSANE! offers several separate work areas furnished 
differently so that space is available for all needs from 
brainstorming and networking with others to individu-
al thinking and working. It also offers all of the other 
essential tools for working and regularly organizes 
events and activities related with staring and develop-
ing businesses. 
Contact: Ibtissam El Ghinaoui Bargache, Kenza 
Benamour, Myriem Hashambhoy and Mehdi Bellatig, 
email contact@insane.ma  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2493 
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 Lebanon Berytech Open Doors at the Global Entrepreneurship Week 

  Berytech Opens its Doors for Aspiring Entrepreneurs  
The Annual “Open Doors” of Berytech in Beirut this 
year were held in November as part of the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week. University students and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs could be welcomed to the Technolo-
gy Incubator, giving them the opportunity to explore 
this environment and meet innovative entrepreneurs  

several activities for inspiring visitors and empowering 
them with entrepreneurial skills, for example, presen-
tations and challenges on how to boost communication 
skills and how to communicate, or to experience the 
public speaking challenge. Last not least presentations 
completed the program like Mrs. Georgina Ibrahim, 
representing BESST, with a presentation entitled “To 
Impress, or 

 

Impress or not to Impress”. Further speakers were Ms. 
Thanaa Al Khasawneh from Mowgli Foundation – a 
not-for-profit organization that provides mentors to 
entrepreneurs – as well as Eva Turk from Sport Eva-
sion, Jade Dagher from WIDE and Nadine Asmar 
from Beyond Reform and Development Irada.  
Participants also could enjoy a pioneer challenge, 
featuring an innovative Tarneeb Tournament, through 

Students from several universities, especially from 
technology faculties, attended such as USJ, Balamand, 
AUB, NDU. 
Meeting with Berytech’s entrepreneurs and checking 
out the latest opportunities in tech startups offered 
access to experiences of greatest value. The students 
took advantage of this chance for getting advice re-
garding entrepreneurship. Also the Berytech programs 
for supporting start-up businesses from coaching and 
mentoring to competitions and incubation were intro-
duced to the visitors. The program also included sev-

a web platform, initiated by one of Berytech entrepre-
neurs from Yalla Play, where participants competed in 
a pleasant atmosphere. 
Through this event hundreds of participants got the 
chance to exchange with Berytech clients to learn from 
their experience and get informed around potential 
opportunities of collaboration and learn also about 
support programs for would-be entrepreneurs, looking 
to startup their own enterprise. 
Contact: Nicolas Rouhana, nrouhana@berytech.org  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2028  

 Jordan New Funding from EU for SMEs in Jordan 
Additional support for sustainable and inclusive 
growth and economic development, particularly for 
small and medium-sized (SMEs) enterprises in Jordan 
has been announced by the EU. With this funding the 
crucial role of SMEs for economic development and 
job creation is acknowledged. The new program is to 
be sees as an “add-on” to financial support EU has 
provided earlier to support political and economic 
reform in the country.  
Already  since 2008 the Support for Enterprise and 
Export Development (SEED) program is active and  

the new funding will add €10 to this program. SEED 
was set up to enhance the competitiveness of the Jor-
danian agriculture industry and manufacturing busi-
nesses, as well as to strengthen representative organi-
zations such as the 'Jordanian enterprise development 
corporation' (JEDCO), promote Jordanian exports and 
contribute to the reduction of the national trade imbal-
ance by enhancing the SMEs competitiveness. The 
additional support is aimed at creating jobs and in-
come-generating opportunities in export industries. 
For more information, visit: http://www.enpi-info.eu/ 

 Jordan New Funding from EU for SMEs in Jordan 
The Joint Programming Committee (JPC) was estab-
lished in early December 2012 in Lisbon, Portugal at 
an event launching the 2014-2020 programming exer-
cise of the ENI CBCMed program. JPC is the body 
responsible for the preparation of the new ENI (Euro-
pean Neighborhood Instrument) CBC Mediterranean 
Sea Basin Program 
Currently 13 countries are participating in the JPC : 
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Malta, the Palestinian National Authority, 
Portugal, Spain and Tunisia. Representatives of these 
countries at the launching event discussed a wide 
range of issues in view of the elaboration of the next 
ENI CBC Med Joint Operational Program (JOP), for 
example: 
• The regulatory framework for the second genera-

tion of ENI CBC programs 2014-2020,  
• Eligibility of territories. The participation of coun- 

tries that did not take part in the current Program, 
i.e. Algeria, Libya and Morocco, was once again 
depicted as an important feature; 

• Main chapters of the Joint Operational Program; 
• Socio-economic analysis of the cooperation area 

and identification of new thematic focuses; 
• Awareness-raising activities at an early stage on 

the principal contents of the JOP; 
The second Joint Programming Committee is provi-
sionally scheduled to be held in Jordan end of Febru-
ary 2013.  
From 2014, the ENPI (European Neighborhood Part-
nership Instrument) will be replaced by the European 
Neighborhood Instrument (ENI), which will provide 
increased support to 16 partner countries to the East 
and South of the EU’s borders.  
For more information visit website 
http://www.enpicbcmed.eu/communication  
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 Tunisia Entrepreneurship Support in Tunisia – Light at the End of the Tunnel 
Entrepreneurship in Tunisia should find sufficient 

support. Depending on the count up to 40 business 

incubators are active in the country. But the ecosystem 

for start-up needs improvement – see the latest IFC 

project in this matter (article on page 10). What are 

reasons that businesses are not flourishing as they 

should? In an interview (see  webmanagercente, 

(www.webmanagercenter.com ) SPICE Group member 

Mustapha Mezghani gave some views on this ques-
tion. Talking with him after this interview we have 

added a few thoughts to his report. 
Mustapha Mezghani, is founder / CEO of the consult-
ing company 2CW and has much international experi-
ence in ICT entrepreneurship, He has participated in 
numerous studies and missions related to incubators in 
Tunisia and abroad. Mustapha found “We have more 
than ten years of experience in incubation in Tunisia, 
the rate of incubators per capita the highest in Africa. 
We, normally, should be in a stage where we have 
enough experience, but no qualitative analysis has 
been done until now. All is counting the number of 
incubated companies, but many did not survive their 
third or fourth year". 
 The political changes in Tunisia may have opened a 
door to new approaches. There are a number of new 
business incubation activities being built. But, "if you 
give money (funding) without professional businesses 
development advisory continuing even after the incu-
bation process and without supervision, monitoring, 
and evaluating the incubators, it is just money thrown 
out the window.” says Mustapha Mezghani. 
International experience shows that talking about 
technology based businesses; in general, would-be 
entrepreneurs have a technical background but lack 
managerial skills whether in market, human resources, 
financial, commercial, or production. “Start-up entre-
preneurs usually have an idea or technology but not a 
product. But it is a product that the market demands.” 
On this background incubators need to focus on help- 

ing to develop the needed skills – less through training 
but mostly by coaching and mentoring. However,  
incubators in Tunisia “are not qualified for performing 
these tasks. Resources are lacking as well as real-life 
business experience of the incubator management 
“says Mezghani, and continues “The services rendered 
by these incubators are very limited: accommodation 
and some secretarial services, but very little business 
advisory support, if any.” And Mezghani goes further: 
“Incubator management is selected in a wrong way. 
Young graduates without practical experience that 
additionally have to follow public sector administra-
tion procedures and rules (because incubators are pub-
lic sector organizations) simply have no chance to 
deliver the support needed”. 
There obviously are challenges to meet for the incuba-
tors run by the public sector API, the Government 
Investment Agency as well as universities. This incu-
bator model itself needs to be drastically revised.  
Mezghani proposes to re-think the model from the 
bottom and develop an alternative based on a public-
private partnership (PPP): "There are PPP models that 
have been proven in other places and it is unfortunate 
that Tunisia does not benefit from this experience yet." 
There certainly are many people with great business 
ideas and enthusiasm strong enough for turning them 
into reality. There are different kinds of new incuba-
tors coming up in Tunisia. Private sector companies, 
consultants, and financial institutions are developing 
these approaches – some already in practice.  The 
public sector still appears to be somewhat behind these 
initiatives. But together with an improving administra-
tive and financial ecosystem for start-up and growth 
companies the seed should have a chance to grow. 
Contact: mustapha.mezghani@2cw.com.tn  
SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2436&cc=60  
Link to read the interview in French language: 
www.webmanagercenter.com/actualite/economie/2012/10/3
0/126623/le-maillon-faible-de-l-entrepreneuriat-en-tunisie   

 Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation programs from the ECA 
region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECAbit is the regional networks of 
business incubators and technology parks, set up with support from infoDev. 
Information: www.ecabit.org/ contact Radu Ticiu  radu.ticiu@it-incubator.ro   
   Mobile AppCamp successfully held in Skopje 
   End of November 2012 the Mobile AppCamp in 
Skopje brought together developers and start-ups with 
business incubator managers, accelerators, investors 
and international tech experts with an aim to advance 
the development of commercial mobile applications. 
The event also 

skills and (2) Developing mobile ap-
plications with the help of mobile 
developers and business experts.  
At the end of the event the best mobile 
application was awarded: The Overall 
 widened and deepened skills of attendees for enabling 

them to get ready for international markets Mobile 
AppCamp is an initiative of ECAbit (Eastern European 
and Central Asian Business Incubators and Technology 
Parks Network), financed by infoDev, a World Bank 
partnership program. YES Foundation, a business 
incubator in business incubator in Skopje, organized 
this two-parts event: (1) Developing entrepreneurial 
skills and 

Winner was iDEREMA (Croatia). The application 
awarded for the Best Functionality was Carosel App 
(Macedonia). Hook (Montenegro) was awarded for the 
Best Design of the application. The Best Concept 
award went to Baby App (Serbia) The Best Gaming 
App went to x3m-games (Macedonia).  
Website: http://www.mobileappcamp.org/ 
Contact: info@mobileappcamp.org 
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    Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activi-
ties and programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is the 
incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-
mation, please visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact  
      Kenya gets First Climate Innovation Center of infoDev 
  The Kenya Climate Innovation Center (CIC) offers 
financing and other services to local climate innova-
tors and entrepreneurs to boost locally sourced green 
technologies in the Africa region. The budget for the  

The CIC is made possi-
ble through funding 
provided to infoDev 
by the government of  

next five years is US$15 million to support up to 70 
climate technology businesses during this time. This 
should generate 4,600 direct and 24,000 jobs within 
ten years.  
Kenneth Ndua, who started Fawandu, is one of the 
entrepreneurs connected to the CIC Kenya. He has 
developed his product domestically; a high-efficiency 
stove that simultaneously cooks and sanitizes water 
through boiling. From the CIC he expects support 
with the commercialization and rollout of products at 
the national level. 

 Denmark and Britain’s UKAid. The CIC is hosted by 
the Strathmore Business School, in collaboration with 
Global Village Energy Partnership International 
(GVEP), PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PWC) and the 
Kenya Industrial Research and Development Institute 
(KIRDI). 
The Government of Kenya sees the CIC as contribution 
to transform the country to a middle income country in 
line with the Government’s Vision 2030.   
Contact: Edward Mungai, info@kenyacic.org  
Website: http://kenyacic.org/  

      For-profit Business Incubation in South Africa 
Globally there are not too many for-profit business 
incubators – and even less that can report  to operate 
with success. Raizcorp in South Africa seems to be 
one of those “rare animals”. 
Founded in 2000 as a “traditional” business incuba-

Raizcorp now operates seven 
“prosperators” (defined as 
“sites at which prosperation 
occurs”) in South Africa and 
one in Angola. 

 Raizcorp has meanwhile evolved to as it calls itself: 
“Africa’s only for-profit profitable and sustainable 
business Prosperator”. Again, a new name for the 
same aim: help startup businesses to grow and be-
come sustainable and profitable. 
Raizcorp states on its website that is has been “draw-
ing on the best practices of business incubator mod-
els, worldwide” to create “ its own unique model of 
business incubation”.  This sounds like there has been 
some valuable experiences to be taken from the “tra-
ditional” business incubators. But more important is 
the question what Raizcorp is doing today. With 80 
staff members,  

For the next future it is foreseen to open the ninth 
Prosperator in Durban and three more in the Northern 
Cape. 
The eight Prosperators currently work with more than 
300 businesses and additionally serves annually some 
3000 other entrepreneurs in an outreach program. 
Raizcorp has also been assisting a number of large 
international companies, such as VW, Engen, Dell, 
DRA, Chevron, BHP Billiton, and many others, with 
their entrepreneurial development programs through 
the development of their own branded incubators.  
Contact: enquiries-kv@raizcorp.com 
Website: http://www.raizcorp.com  

      GrowthHub –new incubation initiative in Kenya  
The aim of GrowthHub in Nairobi, Kenya is to “help 
entrepreneurs grow their ventures to strong commer-
cial businesses.” The GrowthHub is a platform, space 
and learning environment designed to incubate and 
accelerate startups to success.  
The GrowthHub offers the resources needed by early 
stage start-ups: A structured approach to equipping 
entrepreneurs with the soft and hard skills, tools and 
exposure that will push their ventures forward. 
The GrowthHub incubates and accelerates East Afri-
can start-ups to deliver sustainable business growth, 
create employment and contribute to social progress.   
The focus of GrowthHub is on ambitious, dedicated 
and committed entrepreneurs with scalable business 
concepts and a view to create quality employment 
opportunities.  To support such enterprises 
GrowthHub GrowthHub 

GrowthHub offers three levels of membership catering 
for the different needs of the start-ups. The member-
ship levels include different levels of access to the 
services of the incubator. 
The first GrowthHub is situated in the business district 
of Kilimani, Nairobi and has office facilities for resi-
dent and visiting entrepreneurs, as well as training and 
meeting facilities. The vision of GrowthHub is to have 
20 hubs throughout Eastern Africa within the next 5 
years, focusing on locally relevant technologies, prod-
ucts and services. The GrowthHubs’ graduating busi-
nesses would deliver quality employment opportunities 
and subsequent social progress to their host communi-
ties and countries. 
Contact: info@thegrowthhub.com  
SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2494  
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 Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 
If the conference hosts / organizers are represented in SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. 
As the full list of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We 
recommend visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put 
your own event on the list – directly and online. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided 
through the simple process.  

 
 

 
 

 •  Jan 27 –29, 2013 in Santa Monica, California  
The NBIA Summit for Advanced 
Incubation Professionals is a mem-
bers-only forum for industry veter-
ans to exchange 

tke place at the Turnstone Work Life Center and The 
Huntley Hotel in Santa Monica, California. More 
details about the format and content of the upcoming 
NBIA Summit for Advanced Incubation 

expertise and brainstorm new ideas about the most 
important topics and trends. The seventh summit will 
take  

Professionals are made available on the website 
www.nbia.org/events/summit2013/index.php  

 •  Apr 21 - 23, 2013 in Chemnitz, Germany: ADT Spring Conference 2013  
The TCC Chemnitz will be hosting the 
ADT Spring Conference 2013.  
This technology business incubator is 
working since the year 1991 and has 

For more information about the conference progam, 
please check this website in due time or the ADT web-
site (below) 
Contact: Jenz Otto, email otto@tcc-chemnitz.de  

graduated already more than 120 companies. Website: www.adt-online.de  
 •   •April 7 –10, 2013 in Boston, Massachusetts: 27th Annual NBIA Conference 

Planning well in advance is made 
possible because NBIA, National 
Business Incubation Association, 
USA 

techniques to implement in your program 
• Opening Reception: to get registration materials, 

mingle with attendees, meet exhibitors, and enjoy 
USA, already announced the next annual conference. 
The event will be held in Boston, Massachusetts and 
is can be expected that again 500 – 600 participants 
from all around the world will join.  
Highlights of the 2013 conference include: 
• More than 60 sessions that will offer tips and  

• Incubator tours: Explore how some of Boston’s 
most successful incubators Vendor Mixer: Meet 
NBIA’s sponsors and exhibitors and learn about 
the services they offer to make your job easier  

Contact: info@nbia.org  
Information on website : www.nbia.org  

 •  June 16 - 19, 2013 in Helsinki, Finland: XXIV ISPIM Conference   

The XXIV ISPIM Conference - Innovating in Global 
Markets: Challenges for Sustainable Growth – will 
be organized by ISPIM and hosted by Aalto Universi-
ty School of Economics in partnership with Lap-
peenranta University of Technology. Some 500 inno-
vation experts from 50 countries are expected to attend 
the 3-day program of this conference with Industry-
Leading 

Leading Keynote Speakers; Innovation for Busi-
ness Sessions featuring companies such as Volvo, 
Swarovski, Bombardier, IBM, Google, Grundfos; "Hot 
Topic" Roundtable Discussions; Facilitated Themed 
Sessions; Workshops; and Special Interest Groups. 
Contact: conference@ispim.org 
Website: conference.ispim.org  

June 24 – 28, 2013 in Cardiff, United Kingdom: Creative Regions Summer School 2013 
The Creative Regions Summer School 2013 will 
hosted by Cardiff School of Management at Cardiff 
Metropolitan University, UK It is a week of intense 
learning for postgraduate students, practitioners and 
policy makers. Key themes, for example, will be 

 “Understanding creative people, creative work and 
skills”, “Mapping and analyzing the creative economy” 
and “Creative industries Innovation and entrepreneurship”  
Contact:  Nick Clifton, nclifton@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
Website: http://www.creative-regions.org.uk  

   July 8 –12, 2013 in St. Petersburg, Russia: World Final of Imagine Cup 2013 
Microsoft’s Imagine Cup is travelling the world. The 
finals for the 2012 competition were held in Sydney, 
Australia. Now the completion for next year’s compe-
tition already has begun - the Imagine Cup 2013. 
The Worldwide Finals of the Imagine Cup 2013are  

scheduled to be held in  St. Petersburg, Russia. To 
participate, registration is needed on website 
https://compete.imaginecup.com/user/registration 
before 15 March 2013. 
Website:  http://www.imaginecup.com/  

  Sep 14 –16, 2013 in Riga, Latvia: The BALTIC DYNAMICS 2013   

The annual BALTIC DYN-
MICS conferences are held in 
turns in the three Baltic States: 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
This time Riga will be hosting 

nes incubation professionals of Europe and other parts 
of the world. The program for next year’s conference 
is not yet, but the dates are worth being blocked in 
your calendar.  
 has become an important meeting place for the busi- Contact Janis Stabulnieks ltc@latnet.lv  
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  About Members 
   SPICE BÄR: 10th Meeting celebrated together with G & G Workshop 
 The last SPICE event for the year 2012 was the 10th 

SPICE BÄR meeting. To celebrate the anniversary this 
meeting – usually just a dinner of the SPICE Group 
members in and around Berlin – was organized as a 
workshop and combined with the Third G & G meeting.  
The SPICE G&G Meetings during recent years have 
been a meeting of friends coming together for exploring  
Christmas markets in Berlin and tasting the Glühwein 
(hot wine with various spices) and grilled sausages – 
besides other delicacies, of course.  Combining this 
meeting with a Workshop made both parts not only 
interesting and fruitful, but also very enjoyable.  
16 participants from 6 countries attended the event:  
from Latvia  Janis Stabulnieks and Ints Viksna from 
Lith Lithuania  Pranas  Milius and Tomas Černevičius,  
from Poland Krzysztof Zasiadly,   from Portugal Fran-
cisco Soares, from Turkey: Omer Oz, and from Germa-
ny Florian Seidel, Gerhardt Raetz, Heinz Fiedler, Karl-
Heinz Klinger, Larisa Brovarska, Rolf Friedrichsdorf, 
Uwe Seidel and as guests Agnes von Matuschka and 
Sven Sven Ripsas. 
To begin the workshop Florian Seiff gave a short over-
views about the hosting business incubator CHIC, Char-
lottenburg Innovation Center. Although started just 
about a year ago not only the 1,500 m² of space availa-
ble are fully occupied.  Also the additional 4,000 m² 
now 

 
now  under renovation are almost let – no matter that 
clients firms have to wait about a year until the renova-
tion works are finished. 
After introducing the latest developments and activities 
of all participants the first discussion round of the work-
shop focused on the role of creative industries for eco-
nomic development and the specific needs of start- ups 
in this sector. Not surprisingly the time available for 

from start-up support of the university that is just a 
five minutes’ walk from the incubator. 
With a visit to the University for Economy and Law 
(HWR) workshop participants could get an impres-
sion of the role of education for start-ups. Prof. Sven 
Ripsas presented tools for business planning and  
monitoring and their practical use in the incubator of 

talking about this topic was not sufficient for covering 
all aspects of this sector including so many different 
areas of business. 
The second part of the event concentrated of pre-
incubation activities based in a university. Agnes von 
Matuschka gave a, introduction based on the experience 
gained from the pre-incubator of the Technical Univer-
sity of Berlin.  This incubator now is active since five 
years already and can report on first success stories. An 
interesting aspect of discussion was cooperation be-
tween this pre-incubator and the CHIC that benefits 
from 

the HWR and introduced two of the ICT start-ups 
working there.  
The workshop culminated with enjoying the Christ-
mas concert of “Der MÄNNERGRUPPE” with 
SPICE Group member Rolf Friedrichsdorf being 
one of the six singers of the team. As this concert was 
given in the “Meisterssaal im Borsigturm” even this 
part of the workshop was held in a business incubator 
More pictures soon will be available on website  
www.spice-group.de/events/photo_chronicle  
Contact: spice@spice-group.de 

 And finally... 
SPICE Update No 104 is the last of our newsletters for this year. We are looking back on a year that brought 

much positive development in business incubation and many impulses for news initiatives leading to additional 

potential for entrepreneurship support.  

Again we wish all our members and friends all the best for the coming year, namely health and peace and are 

looking forward to another year of active networking 

               Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 

 SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. Tthis newsletter is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to 
members of the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. 
Although we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor 
for website links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 


